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Deconstructing Population
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By JonNn KNODEL

not only the dynamics of population growth but also its consequences for

population policy. Momentum is treated in almost every introductory
population course, but its demographic components and their policy impli-
cations are easily misunderstood.

Population momentum refers to the fact that the future growth of any
population will be influenced by its present age distribution. Momentum is the
reason that replacement-level fertility does not immediately translate into zero
population growth. Discussions of future
global population growth invariably
mention that, even if world fertility falls to
the replacement level, momentum will
9 cause population to continue to increase
for some time.

Population momentum has been recognized as crucial for understanding
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A Matter of Measures

To understand population
momentum, it is important to recognize
how replacement fertility and population
growth are measured; fertility and death
v rates are two important parts of the

momentum equation. Technically,
replacement fertility refers to a net reproduction rate (NRR) of 1. This signifies
that, under the prevailing fertility and mortality conditions, women of
reproductive age average one daughter each that survives to the reproductive
ages. Thus, these women exactly “replace” themselves a generation later.

The NRR is calculated directly from age-specific fertility and mortality rates
and thus is independent of the population’s age structure. Two populations will
have identical NRRs if they share the same age-specific fertility and mortality
rates, regardless of differences in their age structures.
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Deconstructing Momentum

Continued from page 1

For easier interpretation, replace-
ment fertility is often expressed in
terms of the total fertility rate (TFR),
the number of births (of either sex) a
woman would bear if she experienced
the prevailing age-specific fertility
rates throughout her childbearing
years. Under low mortality, a TFR of
2.1 corresponds to an NRR of 1.

In the absence of migration,
population growth is measured by the
rate of natural increase (RNI), which
equals the crude birth rate (CBR) mi-
nus the crude death rate (CDR). Be-
cause the CBR and CDR express
births and deaths per 1,000 popula-
tion, both are sensitive to differences
in population age structure; so, too, is
the RNI. High proportions of a popu-
lation at old ages, where mortality is
typically high, inflate the CDR; high
proportions of women in the repro-
ductive ages inflate the CBR. Because
the RNI in a given year is influenced
by the age structure but the NRR is
not, the two measures do not
correspond.

The World at Replacement:
Positive Momentum

Projecting the world population
assuming that fertility falls to the re-
placement level in 2000 and remains
there for 100 years illustrates the ef-
fect of population momentum. The
starting population is the medium
projection for 2000 from the United
Nations 1996 assessment. A TFR of
2.13 and life expectancies of 73 for
men and 77 for women are assumed,
to achieve an NRR of 1.

Figure 1 shows that, if fertility fell
to replacement level in 2000, world
population would grow another 43
percent before stabilizing after about
60 years. This positive momentum
arises from the relatively young age
structure in 2000 when replacement
fertility begins. The distinctly pyrami-
dal age structure in 2000 (seen in Fig-
ure 2) reflects the attrition of older
cohorts through mortality and, more
important, the increasing size of suc-
cessive birth cohorts as a result of de-
cades of above-replacement fertility.
Under constant replacement fertility,
the age structure eventually becomes
far more rectangular, reflecting the
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Figure 2

Age Structure, World at Replacement Fertility, 2000 and 2100
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equal sizes of future birth cohorts
with only mortality eroding them as
they age.

Considering how and why age
structure changes is the key to under-
standing why a population tempo-
rarily continues to grow. Figure 3
shows the changes, under replace-
ment fertility, in the number of
people in two age groups: the prime
childbearing ages (20 to 39) and
older ages (60+). Note that, in 2000,
when fertility first reaches replace-
ment level, the next generation of
parents (the 20-to-39-year-olds in
2020) consists of the current 0-to-19-
year-olds. Because fertility has been
above replacement until 2000, this
generation of parents is larger than
the 20-to-39 age group in 2000. Thus,
the prime childbearing age group will
grow as the population under age 20
in 2000 moves into the childbearing
ages. Yet when these people start be-
ing succeeded by their own children,
who were born under conditions of
replacement fertility, the 20-to-39 age
group ceases to grow and eventually
stabilizes.

At the time replacement fertility
is reached, not only the next
generation of parents but also the
next several generations of older
people have been born. A prolonged
period of growth characterizes the
older age group as the successively
larger cohorts under age 60 in 2000
age. Only after 60 years, when cohorts
born under replacement fertility
reach 60, does the older population
stabilize in size.

These changes in age structure di-
rectly affect the number of births and
deaths and the crude birth rate and
crude death rate. Figure 4 shows that
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Population in Childbearing
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Births and Deaths, World at
Replacement Fertility
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births increase during the first 25
years after replacement fertility is
reached, paralleling increases in the
size of the prime childbearing age
group, and then stabilize. In contrast,
deaths increase slightly in the first de-
cade but then climb for another 60
years until births and deaths become
approximately equal. Because deaths
occur mainly at old ages when mortal-
ity is low, the increase in deaths is

Continued on page 7



n Jan. 25, 1999, the U.S. Su-
O preme Court decided two im-

portant lawsuits concerning
the 2000 census. Both suits were filed
in U.S. District Courts in 1998. Both
challenged the constitutionality of
sampling, a method proposed by the
Census Bureau to improve the count
and to save money.

As originally proposed for the
2000 census, the bureau would com-
plete the population count by taking
a sample of households that did not
respond to the mail questionnaire
and attempting to interview them. In
addition, the Census Bureau would
conduct a separate quality-control
survey to estimate the number and
characteristics of those people missed
by the census.

Both federal district courts in the
original lawsuits ruled that the Census
Act (the federal statutes for the Cen-
sus Bureau) bars the use of sampling
to produce the population counts
used to apportion seats in Congress

among the states. Supporters of the
Census Bureau’s plan, however,
pointed to another section of the
Census Act that allows the bureau to
conduct the census using any meth-
ods, including sampling. In previous
census cases, several district and ap-
pellate courts have considered these
seemingly conflicting provisions and
found that the law does not bar sam-
pling to supplement “good faith” di-
rect counting efforts.

The Justice Department appealed
both federal district court decisions to
the Supreme Court, seeking to over-
turn the rulings that prevent the Cen-
sus Bureau from using sampling
methods to produce the population
counts used for congressional appor-
tionment. The Supreme Court con-
solidated the cases and heard oral
arguments on Nov. 30, 1998.

In its ruling, the Supreme Court
decided that “the Census Act prohib-
its the use of statistical sampling to
determine the population for con-

RB Reports on Americais a new
series of reports on demo-
graphic issues. Appearing at
least four times a year, this new series
will bring you the latest numbers,
thinking, and debate about topics
such as the 2000 census, immigration,
labor force participation, and the ag-
ing of America’s citizens. PRB Reports
on America is part of our efforts to ex-
pand our domestic programs—in par-
ticular, to:
= Report emerging trends;
= Address relevant and pivotal issues
in the field of demography; and
= More easily and quickly publish the
work of experts in the field.

The premiere issue, published in
February, covers the 2000 census.
Written by Barry Edmonston, director
of Oregon’s Center for Population
Research and Census, “The 2000 Cen-
sus Challenge” explains the political
stakes and describes some options for
reforming the traditional census, es-
pecially in light of the recent Su-
preme Court decision that bars the
use of sampling for apportionment.

As a PRB member, you will re-
ceive each issue of PRB Reports on
America as part of your membership
dues. Additional copies are $5 each
(discounts available for bulk pur-
chases).

gressional apportionment purposes.”
Although sampling could be used in
the census for such purposes as col-
lecting some demographic data from
a sample of all enumerated house-
holds, the high court ruled that the
population count for apportionment
must be based on a direct, physical
enumeration of the population.

Of the two proposed uses of sam-
pling, the high court’s ruling unques-
tionably prohibits the use of sampling
for nonresponse follow-up in the 2000
census. Sampling for nonresponse
follow-up cannot be used because it
would affect the final apportionment
counts. The use of a quality control
survey is still possible. The survey
could be used for nonapportionment
purposes, however, including for con-
gressional redistricting within states.
In past censuses, the Census Bureau
has conducted a quality control sur-
vey to estimate the characteristics of
the undercounted population. Such a
survey deserves to be included in the
2000 census program as well.

Adapted from: Barry Edmonston,
“The 2000 Census Challenge,” PRB Re-
ports on America (February 1999).

World Population
Beyond Six Billion

What is the world population
outlook beyond 6 billion? Will
world population stop growing
during the 21st century? Or will
the new century see even more
population growth than the last?

PRB’s latest Population Bulletin,
“World Population Beyond Six Bil-
lion,” written by Alene Gelbard,
Carl Haub, and Mary M. Kent,
chronicles the demographic his-
tory of the world and the changes
in population size in less devel-
oped and more developed coun-
tries. It discusses the determinants
of population change and covers
the responses by governments
around the world to population
growth.

To read excerpts of this Bulle-
tin, visit PRB’s Web site (http://
www.prb.org). Single copies are
$7; discounts are available for bulk
purchases. For more information,
contact PRB’s Customer Service
Department, 800/877-9881.
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Despite Strong Economy,
Many Stll Go Hungry

strong economy and the low-

A est peacetime unemployment
rate since 1957 have not rem-

edied hunger in the United States, ac-
cording to a spate of recent reports.
In fact, analysis by the Food Research
and Action Center (FRAC) of four
multistate studies and five statewide
studies indicates that food insecurity
is increasing in the wake of welfare
reform.

The wide range of organizations
that published the studies makes their
common conclusion on food insecu-
rity—defined by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) as “limited or

Multistate Studies

» Snapshots of America’s Families.
Washington, DC: The Urban In-
stitute, January 1999. Data come
from the 1997 National Survey of
America’s Families, which cov-
ered 13 states and was conducted
from February to November
1997. Interviewers asked adults in
44,461 randomly selected house-
holds about their food concerns
during the previous 12 months
and at the time of the survey.
Low-income households were
oversampled.

n A Status Report on Hunger and
Homelessness in American Cities
1998. Washington, DC: The
United States Conference of May-
ors, December 1998. Data come
from community-based providers
of emergency food assistance and
from government agencies, and
were compiled by the designated
Conference of Mayors’ contact in
30 major cities. Data cover Nov. 1,
1997, to Oct. 31, 1998, and were
supplemented with data from the
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uncertain availability of nutritionally
adequate foods”—striking. The stud-
ies FRAC analyzed were published by
The Urban Institute, The United
States Conference of Mayors, Second
Harvest National Food Bank Network,
and NETWORK—A National Catholic
Social Justice Lobby (see box below,
“Multistate Studies”).

Of the four multistate surveys, the
two that deal explicitly with hunger—
those by the Conference of Mayors
and Second Harvest, an umbrella or-
ganization for food banks around the
country—contain these startling
findings:

U.S. Census Bureau and the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.

» Hunger 1997: The Facts and Faces.
Chicago: Second Harvest Na-
tional Food Bank Network, March
1998. Data are for January
through March 1997 and come
from interviews with 27,771 emer-
gency food recipients and from
written surveys completed by
11,181 local charitable agencies.
The study covered urban and ru-
ral areas.

» Phase One, NETWORK Welfare Re-
Jform Watch Project. Washington,
DC: NETWORK—A National
Catholic Social Justice Lobby,
April 1998. Data, for September
to December 1997, come from
800 questionnaires administered
by 59 agencies providing services
to the poor that were owned, op-
erated, or directed by member re-
ligious orders in 10 states. The
final report for the three-phase,
16-month study will be published
in April 1999.

= Seventy-eight percent of cities sur-

veyed registered an increase in the

number of requests for emergency

food assistance during the past

year. (Conference of Mayors)

Eighty-four percent of the cities re-

ported an increase in the number

of families with children who re-

quested emergency food assistance.

(Conference of Mayors)

= Among clients, 41 percent received
food stamps, but 79 percent of
these recipients said the food
stamps did not last the entire
month. (Second Harvest)

= Among clients not receiving food
stamps, 11 percent had been re-
moved from the food stamps pro-
gram during the past 12 months.
(Second Harvest)

= Twenty-one percent of clients were
working. (Second Harvest)

= More than 58 percent of unem-
ployed clients had been without
work for a year or more, fitting the
definition of “long-term unem-
ployed.” (Second Harvest)

Causes

City officials who participated in
the Conference of Mayors survey
identified low-paying jobs as the num-
ber one cause of hunger, followed by
high housing costs, unemployment
and employment-related problems,
food-stamp cuts, poverty, low benefits
in public assistance programs, and
substance abuse.

Similarly, the Second Harvest sur-
vey found that 45 percent of clients
came to agencies for food assistance
because they had too little income
from employment, 39 percent be-
cause they were recently unemployed,
and 31 percent because of an emer-
gency or crisis.




Peter Eisinger, author of Toward
an End to Hunger in America and
director of the State Policy Center at
Wayne State University in Detroit,
noted that the purge of legal immi-
grants from food stamp rolls follow-
ing recent welfare reform has forced
hundreds of thousands of these
immigrants to seek emergency food
assistance.

Welfare reform also reduced the
value of food stamp allotments, ac-
cording to Eisinger, “from 80 cents to
66 cents per person per meal.”

Demographics

As its name suggests, the Second
Harvest study profiles the clients who
receive emergency food assistance.
Doug O’Brien, director of policy and
research at Second Harvest, described
an earlier time when the people who
came to emergency feeding centers
were “the chronically unemployed,
homeless adults, and the chemically
dependent.” Now, he said, one in five
people in these centers is a child be-
cause the working poor and their
families face limits on their wages, are
stigmatized by food stamps, and have
had their benefits cut.

His own assessment of the bigger
picture is that many people are falling
through the cracks because “they lack
a skill set and education level that
would allow them to benefit from the
good economy.”

Turning People Away

The Conference of Mayors study
reports that, although food assistance
increased in 48 percent of cities sur-
veyed, 47 percent of the cities had to
turn people away from food pantries
because of a lack of resources.

The Second Harvest report esti-
mates that programs served by the
network’s food banks were forced to
turn away 70,067 clients because of a
lack of food.

On the path toward poverty,
O’Brien said, people turn first to fam-
ily and friends for help, then to the
government, then to charities. If

Who’s Hungry

Client profiles % of respondents

Ethnic category

White 43.8
African American 35.3
Hispanic 15.0
Native American 2.1
Asian 1.9
Other 1.7
Age group
Seniors 65+ 15.9
Adults 18-64 46.4
Children 0-17 37.8
Education level
Did not graduate 39.9
high school
High school 60.1
diploma or more
Gender
Male 37.6
Female 62.4

Source: Second Harvest.

charities have to turn people away, he
explained, “that is a terrible position
to be in.” Because many charities have
a strong “moral sense of mission,” he
noted, “they go to extraordinary ef-
forts to get aid for people.” If chari-
ties must turn away large numbers of
people, he concluded, “this is a more
serious problem than most Americans
are aware.”

What These Studies Don’t
Tell Us

In his book, Eisinger offers cave-
ats to the statistics on food insecurity.
Very often, he wrote, “studies of de-
mand for food assistance from street-
level providers offer no basis for
estimating the prevalence of hunger,
either nationally or within any subna-
tional jurisdiction.” Furthermore,
some unknown number of hungry
people never use emergency food ser-
vices, and some may not even live in
places served by such providers.

With these caveats in mind, he
concluded that the study by the Con-
ference of Mayors and the Second
Harvest study “are important to note,
for they represent the broadest per-

spective on the growth of the emer-
gency food assistance sector and its
expanding client base.”

But, Eisinger said, the study by
the Conference of Mayors, which has
been done annually since 1984, does
not provide “good longitudinal data
for a panel of cities.” Comparing data
for one year against another is inaccu-
rate, he explained, because the cities
surveyed were not the same set of cit-
ies from year to year.

Eisinger commended both the ac-
curacy and the range of data on food
insecurity obtained from a USDA-
sponsored special supplement to the
1995 Current Population Survey
(CPS). Those data show the number
of people living in food-insecure
households with either moderate or
severe hunger is 11.2 million.

Data from supplements to the
1996 and 1997 CPS will be released
this summer. Another USDA-spon-
sored survey, on the emergency food
assistance system, is underway. ®

For more information:

Peter K. Eisinger, Toward an End
to Hunger in America. Washington,
DC: Brookings Institution, 1998. 177
pages. $16.95. Web site: http://
www.brookings.org.

Food Research and Action Center:
http://www. frac.org.

NETWORK—National Catholic
Social Justice Lobby: hitp://
www.networklobby. org.

Second Harvest National Food Bank
Network: hitp://www.secondharvest.org.

Summary Report of the (1995)
Food Security Measurement Project,
Washington, DC: USDA Food and Nutri-
tion Service, September 1997 (hitp://
www.usda.gov/fcs/measure. htm).

The United States Conference of
Mayors: hitp://www.usmayors.org.

The USDA Economic Research
Service’s Food Assistance Briefing Room:
http://www.econ.ag.gov/briefing/
foodasst/conferen. htm.

The Urban Institute: hitp://
www.urban.org.
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Estimated United States Population:
At press time, the update for December 1998 was unavailable. See February
1999 Population Today for estimates for Nov. 1, 1998, and Nov. 1, 1997.

Estimated World Population:
As of February 1999 5,975,000,000
Annual growth 84,000,000

Extrapolated from the mid-1998 population on PRB’s 71998 World Population Data Sheet.

Latest Provisional Statistics for the U.S.: September 1998
12 months ending with September

Number _ Rate

1998 1997 1998 1997
Live births .....ccvvvveveviiieennnn. 3,913,000 3,888,000 14.5 14.6
Fertility rate .........ccoveeenee. — — 65.5 65.2
DeathS......cccvvvveeeeeiiiiiieeeeee, 2,345,000 2,298,000 8.7 8.6
Infant deaths ..........cceeeeee. 27,600 27,300 7.0 7.0
Natural increase ................... 1,568,000 1,590,000 5.8 6.0
Marriages .......ccoeeveinieeennnennn 2,219,000 2,419,000 8.2 9.1
DiVOICES ..vvvvvvvieieeeeeeeieeeeeeeen, 1,004,000 1,157,000 3.7 4.3

Note: Fertility rate is given per 1,000 women ages 15-44; infant deaths per 1,000 live
births; other rates per 1,000 population.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics Reports, vol. 47,
no. 15 (1999).

Homicide Rate, United States, 1950 to 1997

10 -

45 ]

Rate per 100,000 population

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 1997

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics.

In 1997, the U.S. homicide rate fell to its lowest level in three decades after nearly
doubling between the mid-1960s and late 1970s, peaking in 1980, and then rising again
in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Much of the decline occurred in cities with populations
of 1 million or more, where the homicide rate fell from 35.5 per 100,000 population in
1991 to 20.3 per 100,000 population in 1997. The rise and fall of gun violence among
teens and young adults may have been responsible: The number of homicide offenders ages
18 to 24 rose sharply in the 1980s and early 1990s, peaking at 41.3 per 100,000 popula-
tion in 1993. By 1997, this rate had dropped to 33.2 per 100,000 population.
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Deconstructing Momentum
Continued from page 2

driven largely by increases in the
population ages 60 and older.

The CBR and CDR, which di-
rectly determine the RNI, relate the
number of births and deaths to total
population size. Because the total
population is increasing during the
first 60 years following the start of re-
placement fertility, changes in the
CBR and CDR differ somewhat from
changes in the number of births and
deaths. As Figure 5 shows, the CBR re-
mains steady for the first two decades
as births and total population size in-
crease by similar proportions. Then
the CBR falls because births cease to
increase while population continues
to grow. Only when population size
remains relatively constant does the
CBR stabilize. In contrast, after the
first decade, deaths increase propor-
tionately more rapidly than the popu-
lation and thus the CDR increases for
another 60 years.

Because the current age structure
of the world’s population is much
younger than the one that would
emerge if replacement fertility were
achieved and maintained, positive
momentum exists. The initial young
age structure severely depresses the
crude death rate to a level well below
the crude birth rate. The CDR takes
more than 50 years to rise to its even-
tual level. Also the proportion of the
present world population in prime re-
productive ages is higher than it
would be under replacement fertility,
thereby inflating the CBR above its
eventual level. However, the decline
in the CBR following the onset of re-
placement fertility is less pronounced
than the rise in the CDR. When the
two eventually meet, the momentum
is spent and growth becomes zero.

Negative Momentum

Most discussions of population
growth focus on positive momentum,
but population momentum also can
be negative. This occurs when a
population has a sufficiently long
history of below-replacement fertility
and therefore an older age structure
than would be consistent with con-
stant replacement fertility. Several

Figure 5
Crude Birth and Death Rates,
World at Replacement Fertility
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European populations are in such a
situation today. Even if fertility were
to rise to replacement level and re-
main there, in the absence of migra-
tion, these populations would decline
before stabilizing.

Germany’s population provides
an example. German fertility has
been below the replacement level for
most of the last half century. If fertil-
ity in Germany rose to the replace-
ment level in 2000 and remained
there for 100 years, the population
would decline for 70 years and even-
tually stabilize at a level 16 percent
below its current size. The reason for
this is the shape of the German age
structure in 2000. Because the recent
parental generation bore fewer chil-
dren than needed to replace itself,
the next generation of parents will be
smaller and thus decrease the crude
birth rate. At the same time, large
numbers of currently middle-aged
people will move into the old age
groups and inflate the crude death
rate. Eventually, as the new age struc-
ture emerges under replacement fer-
tility, the CBR and CDR become
equal, and zero population growth is
attained.

The Winds of Change

‘Spending’ Momentum

The young age structure of the
world population makes substantial
future growth inevitable. The forego-
ing explanation shows that this posi-
tive momentum is driven even more
by age structure effects on the death
rate than by such effects on the birth
rate, a point typically overlooked in
discussions of the phenomenon. Be-
cause it takes several generations be-
fore the death rate rises to meet the
birth rate under replacement fertility,
the time for momentum to dissipate is
prolonged, and the consequences
long term. Nevertheless, as John
Bongaarts recently pointed out, ac-
tions can be taken in the present to
lessen momentum: “Even modest ef-
forts to change fertility can have a
substantial impact on future popula-
tion size.”

John Knodel is a sociologist with the
Population Studies Center of the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

For more information:

John Bongaanrts, “Demographic Conse-
quences of Declining Fertility,” Science
282 (Oct. 16, 1998): 419-420.

John Bongaanrts, “Population Policy
Options in the Developing World,” Sci-
ence 263 (Feb. 11, 1994): 771-776.

Tomas Frejka, “Reflections on the De-
mographic Conditions Needed to Establish
a U.S. Stationary Population Growth,”
Population Studies 22 (November
1968): 379-397.

Samuel H. Preston and Michel
Guillot, “Population Dynamics in an Age
of Declining Fertility,” GENUS LIII no.
3-4(1997): 15-31.

Robert Schoen and Young J. Kim,
“Momentum Under a Gradual Approach
to Zero Growth,” Population Studies 52
(1998): 295-299.

With this issue, “Spotlight,” a regular feature of this newsletter since 1984 and
a presence on page 7 since 1994, has been discontinued. We have eliminated this
feature in response to your feedback on the members’ survey conducted last year. We
are in the midst of planning a new look and editorial focus for Population Today,
so there will be more changes in the coming months.

As the new editor, I want to make sure that the newsletter continues to meet your
needs for information and a “good read.” If you have suggestions or comments about
the format of Population Today or would like to contribute an article, please con-
tact me, Allison Tarmann, at PRB, 202/939-5475; e-mail: atarmann@prb.org.
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Straight talk on
contraceptives

PRB’s Contraceptive Safety:
Rumors and Realities, second
edition, is now available in
English, French, and Span-
ish. This 40-page booklet
contains up-to-date informa-
tion on the safety of contra-
ceptive methods and
includes new information
about contraceptive im-
plants, emergency contra-
ceptive pills, and female
condoms.

Contraceptive Safety an-
swers questions such as:
“What are the advantages,
disadvantages, risks, and
benefits of each method?”
and “How do the potential
risks compare with those as-
sociated with pregnancy and
childbirth?”

To order, contact PRB’s
circulation department at
1875 Connecticut Ave., NW,
Suite 520, Washington, DC
20009-5728; phone: 800/
877-9881; fax 202/328-3937,
Web site: http://
www.prb.org. Copies are $5
each; discounts are available
for bulk orders. (This publi-
cation will also be on PRB’s
Web site in the near future.)

Research on ICPD
progress

PRB and the Population
Council have just published
A Guide to Research Findings

on the Cairo Consensus. It
summarizes 180 studies,
reports, and fact sheets pre-
pared by 50 nongovernmen-
tal organizations (NGOs) on
issues outlined in the 1994
Cairo International Confer-
ence on Population and De-
velopment (ICPD)
Programme of Action. The
guide also gives ordering in-
formation and lists partici-
pating organizations. PRB
and the Population Council
produced the guide for the
Task Force on Communicat-
ing Research Findings, as
part of the U.S. NGOs in
Support of the Cairo
Consensus.

To order, contact the
Population Council Office
of Publications, phone:
212/339-0514; fax: 212/755-
6052; e-mail:
pubinfo@popcouncil.org.
One copy is available free to
each requesting organiza-
tion. This publication is also
available on PRB’s Web site:
http://www.prb.org.

Diabetes rate double
for Hispanics

Six percent of Hispanic
adults in the United States
and Puerto Rico have been
diagnosed with diabetes—
twice as many as non-His-
panic white adults—accord-
ing to a new report by the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).

Upcoming PRB Policy Seminar

PRB hosts monthly noontime seminars on demo-
graphic trends and policy issues at our Washington,
D.C., office.

On Wednesday, March 17, Mark Rosegrant of the In-
ternational Food Policy Research Institute will discuss
the links between water and land resources and future
prospects for global food supply.

PRB policy seminars are free and open to the public.
To receive regular notices of upcoming seminars, con-

tact PRB at 202/483-1100; fax: 202/328-3937; e-mail:
popref@prb.org. Or visit PRB’s Web site at http://

www.prb.org.

The study, which includes
data from 1994 and 1997, is
the first to show diabetes
prevalence among Hispanics
in the United States and
Puerto Rico.

Diabetes prevalence var-
ied according to geographic
location. Hispanics in
Puerto Rico and in the U.S.
West and Southwest were
more likely to have diabetes
than were Hispanics in
other areas of the United
States.

The report also finds that
diabetes prevalence among
Hispanics increased with
age and was more prevalent
among Hispanics without a
high school education than
among those with at least a
high school education.

For more information,
contact Lisa Swenarski de

Herrera, CDC, phone: 770/
422-5328; or visit the CDC
Web site: http://
www.cdc.gov.

New Books

The California Cauldron:
Immigration and the Fortunes
of Local Communities. William
A.V. Clark. New York: The
Guilford Press. 224 pages.
1998. $27.95.

Parks in Peril: People, Poli-
tics, and Protected Areas.
Katrina Brandon, Kent H.
Redford, and Steven A.
Sand. Covelo, CA: Island
Press. 519 pages. 1998. $30.

Tapped Out: The Coming
World Crisis in Water and
What We Can Do About It.
Paul Simon. New York: Wel-
come Rain Publishers. 198
pages. 1998. $18.80.
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