
U.S. Counties With the Highest Poverty Rates, 1999

Rank County or county equivalent

Percent of 
Persons in 

Poverty
1           Buffalo County, South Dakota 56.9
2           Shannon County, South Dakota 52.3
3           Starr County, Texas 50.9
4           Ziebach County, South Dakota 49.9
5           Todd County, South Dakota 48.3
6           Owsley County, Kentucky 45.4
7           Zavala County, Texas 41.8
8           Holmes County, Mississippi 41.1
9           Corson County, South Dakota 41.0

10         East Carroll Parish, Louisiana 40.5
11         Brooks County, Texas 40.2
12         Kalawao County, Hawaii 40.1
13         Wilcox County, Alabama 39.9
14         Clay County, Kentucky 39.7
15         Sioux County, North Dakota 39.2
15         Bennett County, South Dakota 39.2
17         Sumter County, Alabama 38.7
18         Sharkey County, Mississippi 38.3
19         Humphreys County, Mississippi 38.2
20         Apache County, Arizona 37.8
21         Wilkinson County, Mississippi 37.7
21         McDowell County, West Virginia 37.7
23         Martin County, Kentucky 37.0
24         Madison Parish, Louisiana 36.7
25         Magoffin County, Kentucky 36.6

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census, Demographic Profiles: 
100 Percent and Sample Data.


