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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Iran is poised to reap a vast “demographic dividend” if the appropriate national and 
international policies are adopted, including a nuclear deal with the P5+1 (five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council, plus Germany). The demographic dividend is the 
accelerated economic growth that countries may experience when the working-age 
population expands relative to the total population, as is the case in Iran today. When more 
working-age adults have fewer children to support (because of declines in fertility), a 
country has a window of opportunity for rapid economic growth if the appropriate social 
and economic policies are in place. A nuclear deal that leads to the removal of economic 
sanctions on Iran could provide just this opportunity for Iran: a chance to participate in the 
global economy on a much greater scale and create the most needed jobs for its large and 
relatively educated labor force.  
 
More than 4 million students are enrolled in higher education and, over the next four years, will 
be poised to enter an extremely tight job market.1 Currently, an estimated 2.5 million to 3.0 
million working-age adults are unemployed and looking for a job, even accounting for the large 
number of Iranians who continue to emigrate. Iran has experienced a significant brain drain 
since the Islamic Revolution in 1979. But, with the prospect of a nuclear deal and removal of 
sanctions, Iran could benefit from its large diaspora, who largely live in the West, by engaging 
them in the economy directly as investors or indirectly as a bridge between businesses outside 
and inside the country.2    
 
 

Seizing a Demographic Window of Opportunity 
 
Iran is among the few countries in the Middle East and North Africa region, and in the Muslim 
world generally, that have completed the “demographic transition”—the shift from high 
mortality and fertility to low mortality and fertility. As economies develop and people’s 
education and health improve, death and birth rates start to decline. Death rates usually decline 
before birth rates do, resulting in a period of rapid population growth. In Iran, between the 
censuses of 1976 and 1986, the population grew rapidly, at an average of 3.9 percent per year 
(3.2 percent from natural increase and 0.7 percent from immigration).3 According to UN 
estimates, Iran reached its peak of 4 percent annual population growth in the early 1980s.4 The 
country’s population more than doubled in 30 years, from 34 million in 1976 to 71 million in 
2006. It reached 78 million in 2015.   
 
As countries complete their demographic transition, the size of the population eventually 
stabilizes if the total fertility rate (lifetime births per woman) settles at close to two births per 
woman—the rate at which couples replace themselves. The experiences of countries that have 
completed their demographic transitions, however, show that fertility often continues to fall 
below the replacement level. This has been the case in Japan and many European countries, as 
well as Iran. It has joined the group of countries whose fertility has been below the replacement 
level for more than a decade. Today, women in Iran have an average of 1.8 children.5 Life 
expectancy at birth increased from 52 years in the early 1970s to 74 years today, largely due to 
declines in infant and child mortality, which have pushed up average life expectancy.6 In the 
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early 1970s, 1 in 8 infants in Iran died before reaching their first birthday, but by early 1990s, 
this ratio decreased to 1 in 24. By the early 2010s, it fell to 1 in 62, resulting in a much larger 
percentage of infants reaching adulthood and, in turn, having their own children. Today, Iran’s 
infant mortality rate is less than half of the world’s average.7 
 
With its declining fertility and rising life expectancy, Iran’s population has grown older: its 
median age rose from 17 in 1986 to 27 in 2011. In the 1970s and 1980s, nearly half of the 
population was under age 15, but that declined to only about a quarter of the population in 2011 
(see Figure 1). Iran’s age structure has thus shifted: the working-age population (ages 15 to 64) 
grew from 52 percent of the total population in 1986 to 71 percent in 2011, presenting the 
country a “demographic window of opportunity” and positioning it to reap its demographic 
dividend. The dividend can occur when its age structure shifts toward more people in the 
working-age group relative to children and the elderly. With fewer dependents to support, a 
country has the potential for rapid economic growth if the right social and economic policies are 
in place to enable a young, educated population to enter the labor force and contribute to 
increased productivity and economic growth.8 The opportunity must be seized before the share 
of working-age population shrinks, as it grows older. In Iran, the proportion of the elderly 
population ages 65 and over is expected to grow rapidly from 6 percent in 2011 to 20 percent by 
2050, as the baby boomers of 1970s and 1980s reach age 65.9        
 
 
Figure 1: Iran’s Changing Age Composition 
 

 
 
Source: Amar, No. 8, Mehr va Aban 1393, p. 11, accessed online May 25, 2014 
at www.amar.org.ir. (Amar is a Persian-language, bimonthly magazine of the Statistical Center 
of Iran.) 
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Iran’s baby boomers are now in their reproductive years. Even though they are having fewer 
children than their parents did, the sheer number of couples having children gives momentum 
to the country’s population growth. According to projections by the United Nations Population 
Division, Iran’s population will grow to 87 million by 2050 even if the fertility rate falls to 1.3 or 
1.4 births per woman between now and 2050. The population would increase to more than 100 
million if fertility stayed at 1.8 or 1.9 births per woman, and to more than 115 million if fertility 
rose to 2.3 or 2.4 births per woman (see Figure 2). 
 
 
Figure 2: Iran’s Population Projections to 2050 
 

 
 
Note: The population projections are based on three assumptions: that fertility would drop and 
stay constant at 1.3–1.4 births per woman (Low); would stay constant at 1.8–1.9 births per 
woman (Medium), and would rise to 2.3–2.4 births per woman (High).  
Source: United Nations Population Division: 
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/unpp/panel_indicators.htm 
 
 

Jobs First, Babies Later 
 
Some Iranian officials, including the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, have advocated 
for larger families in an effort to prevent population decline, which could happen in the long 
term if fertility remains below the replacement level. Government’s pronatalist posturing began 
under President Mahmood Ahmadinejad (2005 to 2013), when a range of policies and programs 
encouraging young people to marry and have more children were introduced. One of his 
controversial promises called for the Central Bank to deposit one million Tooman (about $350 
U.S. dollars at June 2015 exchange rate) into a bank account for each newborn and 100,000 
Tooman (U.S. $35) each year until the child reaches 18, but the program ended after six months 
due to lack of budget. Earlier this year, the Parliament passed a law that reduces the country’s 
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compulsory military service for married men with children. The fate of another controversial 
bill that calls for limiting couple’s access to modern contraceptives is not yet certain; health and 
human rights advocates, both inside and outside of the country, have warned against its 
negative consequences.   
 
While there is no internationally published study assessing family-size preferences among men 
in Iran, data on contraceptive use reported by women indicate that men are involved in family 
planning decisions and practices. Three-quarters of married women ages 15 to 49 practice 
family planning, with half of them relying on methods that require their husbands’ 
participation (withdrawal, rhythm, condom, or vasectomy).10 Anecdotal evidence suggests that 
men want to avoid large families as much as women do—if not more—because men generally 
bear the economic burden of supporting the family. Indeed, the country’s economic situation 
and high cost of living, especially housing, have not been conducive to young people marrying 
and having large families, despite government incentives.  
 
The results of the labor force survey conducted in the fall of 2014 by the Statistical Center of Iran 
show an unemployment rate of 22 percent among youth ages 15 to 29, not accounting for those 
who had given up seeking work and left the job market or those who left the country.11 The 
survey also reveals that one-third of unemployed youth are female. It is not surprising that 
young men and women are not rushing to marry and have children as some government 
officials expect them to do, when they lack economic security, which is essential in forming a 
family.   
 
The prospect of a nuclear deal and removal of economic sanctions could help Iran transform its 
economy to accommodate its large and educated labor force—about one quarter of Iran’s 
working-age population has a university degree12—and reap its demographic dividend. The 
unemployment rate is higher among university graduates than among less-educated job 
seekers. Unemployment is high even among university graduates with technical degrees, such 
as computer sciences (30 percent), biological sciences (26 percent), and engineering (22 
percent).13 It is about time for Iran to capitalize on its human capital by allowing its labor force 
to compete in the global market. Countries generally have only one chance to reap the 
demographic dividend as they go through the demographic transition. Iran cannot afford to 
miss it.  
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

The opinions expressed herein are those of the author and do not reflect those of the Wilson Center. 
 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

                                                      
1 Nader Habibi, “Iran’s Overeducation Crisis: Causes and Ramifications,” Middle East Briefs, No. 89, 
Crown Center for Middle East Studies, Brandies University, May 2015.  
2 UN Population Division, “International migrant stock by destination and origin,” accessed on 
November 4, 2014, at http://esa.un.org/unmigration/TIMSA2013/migrantstocks2013.htm. 
3 The Statistical Center of Iran, Iran Statistical Yearbook 1379 (March 2000-March 2001): Table 2.1. 
4 UN Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2012 Revision, accessed at 
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/unpp/panel_indicators.htm, on June 2, 2015. 
5 Population Reference Bureau, World Population Data Sheet 2014. 
6 UN Population Division, World Population Prospects, The 2012 Revision. 
7 Population Reference Bureau, World Population Data Sheet 2014. 
8 Population Reference Bureau, “Harnessing Demographic Dividend,” an ENGAGE multimedia 
presentation accessed online at www.prb.org, on May 25, 2015.  
9 UN Population Division, World Population Prospects, The 2012 Revision.  
10 Data provided by the Iranian Ministry of Health and Medical Education on February 12, 2014. 
11 Statistical Center of Iran, “A Selection of Labor Force Results – Autumn 1393 [2014],” Table 1, accessed 
online at http://www.amar.org.ir/Default.aspx?tabid=1242&articleType=ArticleView&articleId=1722 on 
June 1, 2015.   
12 Derived from data presented in “Labor Force Survey Results for 2011” (in Persian) and “Selected 
Findings of National Population and Housing Census, 2011,” both available on Statistical Center of Iran’s 
website, www.amar.org.ir. 
13 Nader Habibi, “Iran’s Overeducation Crisis: Causes and Ramifications,” Middle East Briefs, No. 89, 
Crown Center for Middle East Studies, Brandeis University, May 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.overeducation.org/
http://esa.un.org/unmigration/TIMSA2013/migrantstocks2013.htm
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/unpp/panel_indicators.htm
http://www.prb.org/Publications/Datasheets/2014/2014-world-population-data-sheet/data-sheet.aspx
http://www.prb.org/Multimedia/Video/2013/demographic-dividend-engage.aspx
http://www.prb.org/
http://www.amar.org.ir/Default.aspx?tabid=1242&articleType=ArticleView&articleId=1722
http://www.amar.org.ir/
http://www.overeducation.org/


6 
 

 

 
Viewpoints Series 
Tunisia’s Islamists Struggle to Rule 
Viewpoints No. 1 (April 2012) by David Ottaway 
 

Fostering the Next Generation 
Viewpoints No. 2 (April 2012) by Moushira Khattab 
 

Algeria’s Islamists Crushed in First Arab Spring Elections 
Viewpoints No. 3 (May 2012) by David Ottaway 
 

Syrian Refugees: Lessons from Other Conflicts and Possible 
Policies 
Viewpoints No. 4 (updated August 2012) by Rochelle A. 
Davis 
 

Morocco’s Islamists: In Power Without Power 
Viewpoints No. 5 (August 2012) by David Ottaway 
 

The Arab Awakening: Is Democracy a Mirage? 
Viewpoints No. 6 (August 2012) by Roberto Toscano, 
Moushira Khattab, Fatima Sbaity Kassem, and Daniel 
Brumberg  
 

Iran is Reversing its Population Policy  
Viewpoints No. 7 (August 2012) by Farzaneh Roudi 
 

Voting as a Powerful Tool for Women  
Viewpoints No. 8 (October 2012) by Hanin Ghaddar 
 

The Uncertain Fate of U.S.-Egyptian Relations 
Viewpoints No. 9 (November 2012) by David Ottaway 
 

The Demons Besieging Lebanon: Iran’s Tighter Grip 
Viewpoints No. 10 (November 2012) by Hanin Ghaddar 
 

Iran’s Nuclear Program: A Change in the Winds?  
Viewpoints No. 11 (November 2012) by Shaul Bakhash 
 

Has the Arab Spring Lived Up to Expectations? 
Viewpoints No. 12 (December 2012) by Various Authors 
 

Reflections on the Adoption of UNGA Resolution Banning 
Female Genital Mutilation 
Viewpoints No. 13 (January 2013) by Moushira Khattab 
 

In 2013, Rise of the Right in Elections Across the Mideast 
Viewpoints No. 14 (January 2013) by Robin Wright 
 

Women’s Rights Under Egypt’s Constitutional Disarray  
Viewpoints No. 15 (January 2013) by Moushira Khattab 
 

Repression’s Diminishing Returns: The Future of Politics in 
Egypt 
Viewpoints No. 16 (January 2013) by Joshua Stacher 
 

Mali: The Time for Dithering is Over 
Viewpoints No. 17 (January 2013) by David Ottaway 
 

Iran’s Pivotal Presidential Election 
Viewpoints No. 18 (January 2013) by Shaul Bakhash 
 

Young Saudis and The Kingdom’s Future 
Viewpoints No. 19 (February 2013) by Caryle Murphy 

 

 

Sanctions and Medical Supply Shortages in Iran 
Viewpoints No. 20 (February 2013) by Siamak Namazi 
 

The Nuclear Issue: Why is Iran Negotiating? 
Viewpoints No. 21 (February 2013) by Bijan Khajehpour, 
Alireza Nader, Michael Adler 
 

The Syrian Refugee Crisis is Pushing Lebanon to the Brink 
Viewpoints No. 22 (February 2013) by Amal Mudallali 
  

The Resistible Rise of Islamist Parties 
Viewpoints No. 23 (March 2013) by Marina Ottaway 
 

As Islamists stumble in Egypt and Tunisia, the Arab Spring 
turns wintery 
Viewpoints No. 24 (March 2013) by Adeed Dawisha 
 

Violence Unsettles Tunisia’s Democratic Transition 
Viewpoints No. 25 (April 2013) by David Ottaway 
 

Learning Politics in Tunisia 
Viewpoints No. 26 (April 2013) by Marina Ottaway 
 

Morocco: “Advanced Decentralization” Meets the Sahara 
Autonomy Initiative 
Viewpoints No. 27 (May 2013) by Marina Ottaway 
 

Rouhani’s Surprising Election 
Viewpoints No. 28 (June 2013) by Shaul Bakhash 
 

Lebanon’s Existential Threats 
Viewpoints No. 29 (June 2013) by Amal Mudallali 
 

The Domestic and Foreign Policy Challenges of the New 
Iranian President, Hassan Rouhani 
Viewpoints No. 30 (June 2013) by Various Authors 
 

Egypt: Islamist Ascent, Islamist Descent 
Viewpoints No. 31 (July 2013) by Haleh Esfandiari 
 

Mohamed ElBaradei From Vienna to Cairo: A Transition 
Viewpoints No. 32 (July 2013) by Michael Adler 
 

Can Rouhani Resolve Iran’s Economic Conundrum? 
Viewpoints No. 33 (July 2013) by Bijan Khajehpour 
 

Hizbullah’s Roll of the Dice in South Lebanon 
Viewpoints No. 34 (August 2013) by Amal Mudallali 
 

Iran and Syria at the Crossroads: The Fall of the Tehran-
Damascus Axis 
Viewpoints No. 35 (August 2013) by Jubin Goodarzi 
 

Upcoming UN Meeting Revives Hope for U.S.-Iran Dialogue 
Viewpoints No. 36 (September 2013) by Barbara Slavin 
 

Back to the Drawing Boards 
Viewpoints No. 37 (September 2013) by Nathan J. Brown 
 

The U.S. Administration’s Policy in Iraq 
Viewpoints No. 38 (September 2013) by Joseph Sassoon 
 

American Policy in Lebanon: Stabilization Through 
Dissociation 
Viewpoints No. 39 (September 2013) by Amal Mudallali 

 

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/tunisia%E2%80%99s-islamists-struggle-to-rule
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/fostering-the-next-generation
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/algeria%E2%80%99s-islamists-crushed-first-arab-spring-elections
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/syrian-refugees-lessons-other-conflicts-and-possible-policies
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/syrian-refugees-lessons-other-conflicts-and-possible-policies
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/morocco%E2%80%99s-islamists-power-without-power
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-arab-awakening-democracy-mirage
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iran-reversing-its-population-policy
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/voting-powerful-tool-for-women
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-uncertain-fate-us-egyptian-relations
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-demons-besieging-lebanon-iran%E2%80%99s-tighter-grip
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iran%E2%80%99s-nuclear-program-shift-the-winds
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/has-the-arab-spring-lived-to-expectations
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/reflections-the-adoption-unga-resolution-banning-female-genital-mutilation
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/reflections-the-adoption-unga-resolution-banning-female-genital-mutilation
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/2013-rise-the-right-elections-across-the-mideast
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/women%E2%80%99s-rights-under-egypt%E2%80%99s-constitutional-disarray
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/repression%E2%80%99s-diminishing-returns-the-future-politics-egypt
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/repression%E2%80%99s-diminishing-returns-the-future-politics-egypt
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/mali-the-time-for-dithering-over
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iran%E2%80%99s-pivotal-presidential-election
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/young-saudis-and-the-kingdom%E2%80%99s-political-future
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/sanctions-and-medical-supply-shortages-iran
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-nuclear-issue-why-iran-negotiating
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-syrian-refugee-crisis-pushing-lebanon-to-the-brink
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-resistible-rise-islamist-parties
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/islamists-stumble-egypt-and-tunisia-the-arab-spring-turns-wintery
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/islamists-stumble-egypt-and-tunisia-the-arab-spring-turns-wintery
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/violence-unsettles-tunisia%E2%80%99s-democratic-transition
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/learning-politics-tunisia
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/morocco-%E2%80%9Cadvanced-decentralization%E2%80%9D-meets-the-sahara-autonomy-initiative
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/morocco-%E2%80%9Cadvanced-decentralization%E2%80%9D-meets-the-sahara-autonomy-initiative
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/rouhanis-surprising-election
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/lebanons-existential-threats
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-domestic-and-foreign-policy-challenges-the-new-iranian-president-hassan-rouhani
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-domestic-and-foreign-policy-challenges-the-new-iranian-president-hassan-rouhani
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-domestic-and-foreign-policy-challenges-the-new-iranian-president-hassan-rouhani
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/egypt-islamist-ascent-islamist-descent
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/mohamed-elbaradei-vienna-to-cairo-transition
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/can-rouhani-resolve-iran%E2%80%99s-economic-conundrum
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/hizbullah%E2%80%99s-roll-the-dice-south-lebanon
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iran-and-syria-the-crossroads-the-fall-the-tehran-damascus-axis
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iran-and-syria-the-crossroads-the-fall-the-tehran-damascus-axis
file://WCFS/Office%20Share/MEP/MEPROGRAM/Publications/Viewpoints%20Series/Obama%20MENA%20Policies/FINAL/Upcoming%20UN%20Meeting%20Revives%20Hopes%20for%20U.S.-Iran%20Dialogue
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/back-to-the-drawing-boards
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-us-administration%E2%80%99s-policy-iraq
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/american-policy-lebanon-stability-through-dissociation
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/american-policy-lebanon-stability-through-dissociation


7 
 

mon 

 

 

 

 

Rouhani and the Potential Failure of Nuclear Talks 
Viewpoints No. 61 (September 2014) by Farideh Farhi 
 

A New Chapter in the Tangled U.S.-Saudi Relationship 
Viewpoints No. 62 (September 2014) by David B. Ottaway 
 

We Bomb ISIL: Then What? 
Viewpoints No. 63 (September 2014) by Marina Ottaway 
 

The Coming Tunisian Elections: What Will Be the Role of 
Women? 
Viewpoints No. 64 (October 2014) by Lilia Labidi 
 

A Bloodless Transition: Tunisia’s Legislative Elections 
Viewpoints No. 65 (November 2014) by Robert Worth 
 

Iran and the Syrian and Iraqi Crises 
Viewpoints No. 66 (November 2014) by Jubin Goodarzi 
 

What Next For Iran and the P5+1 
Viewpoints No. 67 (November 2014) by multiple authors 
 

Saudi King Abdullah: An Assessment 
Viewpoints No. 68 (January 2015) by David B. Ottaway 

 

Egypt’s Fight Against FGM: Is There Hope After All? 
Viewpoints No. 69 (January 2015) by Moushira Khattab 
 

Mohammed bin Nayef: Washington’s New Favorite Saudi 
Prince 
Viewpoints No. 70 (January 2015) by David B. Ottaway 
 

Forming the New Tunisian Government: “Relative Majority” 
and the Reality Principle 
Viewpoints No. 71 (February 2015) by Lilia Labidi 
 

Is Tunisia’s Moderate Center in Danger of Collapse? 
Viewpoints No. 72 (March 2015) by David B. Ottaway 
 

Elusive as Ever: The State of Iranian-Russian Cooperation 
Viewpoints No. 73 (March 2015) by Mark N. Katz 
 

Saudi Arabia Forms a Pan-Arab Sunni Alliance Against the 
Houthis 
Viewpoints No. 74 (March 2015) by David B. Ottaway 
 

Watch Out Washington, the Saudi Hawks Are in 
Ascendancy 
Viewpoints No. 75 (April 2015) by David B. Ottaway 
 

Stark Choice in Iraq 
Viewpoints No. 76 (May 2015) by Marina Ottaway 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edited by Kendra Heideman, Julia Craig Romano, and 
Jill Ricotta 

Designed by Kendra Heideman 
Middle East Program 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 

 

Iran’s Rouhani Puts U.S.-Saudi Ties to the Test 
Viewpoints No. 40 (October 2013) by David Ottaway 
 

U.S. Policy toward Syria: Making the Best of a Bad Situation? 
Viewpoints No. 41 (October 2013) by Mark N. Katz 
 

American Policy in the Maghreb: Counterterrorism is Not 
Enough 
Viewpoints No. 42 (October 2013) by Marina Ottaway 
 

Tunisia’s Islamist-Led Democracy Founders 
Viewpoints No. 43 (October 2013) by David Ottaway 
 

Confrontation Over Iran’s Nuclear Program 
Viewpoints No. 44 (November 2013) by Michael Adler 
 

Breaking Taboos 
Viewpoints No. 45 (November 2013) by Haleh Esfandiari 
 

Iraq’s Kurdistan Takes a Giant Step Toward Independence 
Viewpoints No. 46 (December 2013) by David Ottaway 
 

The Egyptian Constitution: Mapping Where Power Lies 
Viewpoints No. 47 (December 2013) by Marina Ottaway 
 

A Dream Constitution 
Viewpoints No. 48 (December 2013) by Moushira Khattab 
 

Can the Iranian Nuclear Issue be Resolved? 
Viewpoints No. 49 (January 2014) by Bijan Khajehpour 
 

The Hague Tribunal and the Hariri Assassination 
Viewpoints No. 50 (January 2014) by Amal Mudallali 
 

Egypt’s Referendum: The Constitution is not the Issue 
Viewpoints No. 51 (January 2014) by Marina Ottaway 
 

Reflections on Iran’s Tumultuous Revolution: 35 Years Later 
Viewpoints No. 52 (February 2014) by Shaul Bakhash 
 

Iraq: Tackling Corruption and Sectarianism is More Critical 
than the Outcome of Elections 
Viewpoints No. 53 (March 2014) by Joseph Sassoon 
 

Iranian Nuclear Talks Plow Ahead 
Viewpoints No. 54 (March 2014) by Michael Adler 
 

Egypt: The Closing of the Political Space 
Viewpoints No. 55 (June 2014) by Marina Ottaway 
 

Rouhani: Mixed Bag One Year Later 
Viewpoints No. 56 (June 2014) by Shaul Bakhash 
 

Lebanon without a President: Can Lebanon Weather the 
Neighborhood Storm? 
Viewpoints No. 57 (June 2014) by Basem Shabb 
 

The Jordanian Regime and the Muslim Brotherhood: A Tug 
of War 
Viewpoints No. 58 (July 2014) by Tareq Al Naimat 
 

Turkey after Erdogan’s Non-Victory 
Viewpoints No. 59 (August 2014) by Henri J. Barkey 
 

Barbarians: ISIS’s Mortal Threat to Women 
Viewpoints No. 60 (August 2014) by multiple authors 

 

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/rouhani-and-the-potential-failure-nuclear-talks
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-coming-tunisian-elections-what-will-be-the-role-women
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-coming-tunisian-elections-what-will-be-the-role-women
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/bloodless-transition-tunisia%E2%80%99s-legislative-elections
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iran-and-the-syrian-and-iraqi-crises
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/what-next-for-iran-and-the-p51
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/saudi-king-abdullah-assessment
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/forming-the-new-tunisian-government-%E2%80%9Crelative-majority%E2%80%9D-and-the-reality-principle
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/forming-the-new-tunisian-government-%E2%80%9Crelative-majority%E2%80%9D-and-the-reality-principle
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/tunisia%E2%80%99s-moderate-center-danger-collapse
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/elusive-ever-the-state-iranian-russian-cooperation
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/saudi-arabia-forms-pan-arab-sunni-alliance-against-the-houthis
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/saudi-arabia-forms-pan-arab-sunni-alliance-against-the-houthis
http://wilsoncenter.org/publication/watch-out-washington-the-saudi-hawks-are-ascendancy
http://wilsoncenter.org/publication/watch-out-washington-the-saudi-hawks-are-ascendancy
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/stark-choice-iraq
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iran%E2%80%99s-rouhani-puts-us-saudi-ties-to-the-test
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/us-policy-toward-syria-making-the-best-bad-situation
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/american-policy-the-maghreb-counterterrorism-not-enough
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/american-policy-the-maghreb-counterterrorism-not-enough
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/tunisia%E2%80%99s-islamist-led-democracy-founders
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/confrontation-over-iran%E2%80%99s-nuclear-program
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/breaking-taboos
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iraq%E2%80%99s-kurdistan-takes-giant-step-toward-independence
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-egyptian-constitution-mapping-where-power-lies
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-egyptian-constitution-mapping-where-power-lies
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/dream-constitution
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/can-the-iran-nuclear-issue-be-resolved
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-hague-tribunal-and-the-hariri-assassination
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/egypt%E2%80%99s-referendum-the-constitution-not-the-issue
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/reflections-iran%E2%80%99s-tumultuous-revolution-35-years-later
Iraq:%20Tackling%20Corruption%20and%20Sectarianism%20is%20More%20Critical%20than%20the%20Outcome%20of%20Elections
Iraq:%20Tackling%20Corruption%20and%20Sectarianism%20is%20More%20Critical%20than%20the%20Outcome%20of%20Elections
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/iranian-nuclear-talks-plow-ahead
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/egypt-the-closing-the-political-space
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/rouhani-mixed-bag-one-year-later
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/lebanon-without-president-can-lebanon-weather-the-neighborhood-storm
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/lebanon-without-president-can-lebanon-weather-the-neighborhood-storm
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-jordanian-regime-and-the-muslim-brotherhood-tug-war
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-jordanian-regime-and-the-muslim-brotherhood-tug-war
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/turkey-after-erdogan%E2%80%99s-non-victory
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/barbarians-isis%E2%80%99s-mortal-threat-to-women

