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Appalac hia is  a  d iverse reg ion – one t hat  
enc om passes a l l  o r  par t  o f  13 s t at es and c an 
be separat ed in t o t hree d i f ferent  subregions.

Sourc e: Appalac h ian Regional  Com m iss ion, 2002.



Based on t hei r  ec onom ic  developm ent , Appalac hia 
c an be c lass i f ied in t o four  c at egor ies.

Sourc e: Appalac h ian Regional  Com m iss ion, 2002.
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Of t he 22.9 m i l l ion Appalac hians in  2000, t he 
great est  num ber  l ived in  Pennsy lvania; t he 
few est , in  Mary land.

Tot a l  populat ion in  Appalac hian region (in  t housands), 2000

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.



Appalac hia ’s  9  perc ent  populat ion grow t h in  
t he 1990s m ask s rap id grow t h in  som e areas 
and populat ion loss in  ot hers .

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.



Ot her  h igh l ight s  f rom  t he Census shor t  form  
inc lude t he fo l low ing:

Rac ia l  and et hnic  m inor i t ies  w ere 12 perc ent  o f  Appalac hia ’s  
populat ion, c om pared w i t h  33 perc ent  for  t he rest  o f  t he c ount ry .

Appalac hia (par t ic u lar ly  Nor t hern Appalac hia) has an o lder  age 
s t ruc t ure—a sm al ler  share of  c h i ldren, a  larger  share of  e lder ly—
t han t he rest  o f  t he c ount ry .

The share of  t rad i t ional  fam i l ies  and s ing le-person households 
are s im i lar  bot h ins ide and out s ide t he Appalac hian region.

Non-seasonal  housing vac anc y w as 7 perc ent  for  Appalac hia (vs. 
6  perc ent  e lsew here). In  som e ec onom ic al ly  d is t ressed c ount ies, 
how ever , t hat  ra t e ex c eeded 10 perc ent .

Near ly  t hree-four t hs of  Appalac hians ow ned t he i r  ow n hom es, 
c om pared w i t h  about  t w o-t h i rds for  t he rest  o f  t he c ount ry .
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…and t he d i f ferenc es are even great er  w i t h in  
t he reg ion.
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Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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Appalac hians are m ore l ik e ly  t o  have long-
st anding t ies  t o  t he reg ion t han persons in  t he 
rest  o f  t he c ount ry .
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Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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How ever , t hese t ies  are not  as c om m on in  
som e par t s  of  Appalac hia.

Perc ent  o f  persons w i t h  t ies  t o  t he i r  s t a t e  o f  c ur rent  res idenc e, 2000

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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Appalac hia has not  a t t rac t ed as m any 
im m igrant s  as t he rest  o f  t he c ount ry .
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In  fac t , t he fore ign-born c om pr ise less t han 1 
perc ent  o f  t he res ident s  of  c er t a in  par t s  o f  t he 
Appalac hian reg ion.

Perc ent  o f  persons born out s ide t he Uni t ed St at es, 2000

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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have d i f f ic u l t y  speak ing Engl ish.
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w el l ,”  2000

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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Labor  forc e par t ic ipat ion is  s l ight ly  low er  in  
Appalac h ia  t han out s ide t he reg ion—a phenom enon 
at t r ibut ed par t ly  t o  Appalac h ia ’s  o lder  age s t ruc t ure.

Perc ent  o f  m en and w om en age 16+ in  t he c iv i l ian labor  forc e, 
2000

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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In  fac t , t he par t ic ipat ion rat e in  som e par t s  of  
Appalac hia is  m ore t han 10 perc ent age point s  
be low  t he nat ional  average.

Perc ent  o f  m en and w om en age 16+ in  t he c iv i l ian labor  fo rc e , 2000

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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The d i f ferenc es in  t he “ profess ional  vs . low -
sk i l led rat io”  is  m agni f ied w hen look ing at  
d i f ferent  par t s  o f  Appalac hia.

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.

Perc ent  o f  w ork ers w ho are m anagers or  profess ionals , and w ho 
are in  produc t ion/t ranspor t /m oving oc c upat ions, 2000



57.3
50.3

0
10

20
30

40
50
60

70
80

90
100

Appalac hia Non-Appalac hian U.S.

Appalac h ia  has an inc reas ing ly  serv ic e-based 
ec onom y. In  fac t , ha l f  t he w ork ers  are in  “ profess ional  
serv ic es”  f ie lds .
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Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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J ust  2  perc ent  o f  Appalac h ians w ere in  t he 
“ ex t rac t ive”  indust r ies—agr ic u l t ure , forest ry , f ish ing, 
and m in ing. But  t hat  share var ied w i t h in  t he reg ion.

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.

Perc ent  o f  w ork ers w ho are in  agr ic u l t ure, forest ry , f ish ing, or
m in ing, 2000
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…yet  in  som e par t s  of  t he reg ion, near ly  one in  
four  res ident s  w as poor .

Perc ent  o f  persons in  pover t y , 1999

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.
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How ever , in  c er t a in  par t s  o f  t he reg ion, near ly  
7  perc ent  o f  households lac k ed phone serv ic e.

Perc ent  o f  households w i t hout  t e lephone serv ic e and lac k ing  c om plet e  
p lum bing fac i l i t ies , 2000

Sourc e: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 c ensus.



So, how  should w e v iew  Appalac hia?

There is  ev idenc e t hat  Appalac hia rem ains a d is t inc t  
reg ion.

How ever , look ing at  Appalac hia a lone m ask s a great  deal  
o f  d ivers i t y  w i t h in  t he reg ion.

Cent ra l  Appalac hia (as w el l  as t he ec onom ic a l ly  
d is t ressed c ount ies) is  espec ia l ly  d is t inc t  on m any 
ind ic at ors.

Som e par t s  o f  t he reg ion have prof i les t hat  c lose ly  
resem ble t he nat ion as a w hole .



There is  m ore t o  c om e.

An ex t ended vers ion of  t h is  paper  w i l l  be avai lab le  a t  t he 
end of  2002.

A ser ies  of  det a i led t hem at ic  repor t s  w i l l  be avai lab le  a t  
end of  2003.

The repor t s  w i l l  inc lude dat a on dem ographic , soc ia l , 
and ec onom ic  c harac t er is t ic s .

There a lso w i l l  be a 120-130 page Overv iew  vo lum e.


