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Local data intermediaries in 35 cities 

Goal: “democratize information” 

3 driving principles: 
• Build/operate integrated neighborhood data 

systems. 

• Facilitate use of data by community & city 

leaders for policy making.  

• Use info to build capacities of organizations and 

residents in distressed neighborhoods. 

UI organizes and operates the network.  
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Audiences:  

• Local nonprofits, government and funders 

Audiences’ Information Needs: 

• Understand neighborhood context 

• Advocate around local policies 

• Demonstrate need for grant applications 

• Make decisions about:  

 Prioritizing issues within a community 

 Targeting services and program placement 

• Evaluate Programs 

 



 100% polled are using the ACS, nearly 3 out of 4 
regularly. 

 Most have used the 5-Year Data, 80% using 
summary tables, & 25% calculating change from 
2000 with SEs.  

 72% used in fact sheets, 30% in online mapping 
tools; 45% in analysis/reports 

 Use of Standard Errors in ACS Analysis: 

• 31% always  

• 25% in certain cases 

• 34% want to, but don’t know how to explain to their 
audience 

• < 10% don’t use SEs 



Don’t give up – think about intended use 

Educate – community trainings 

• Almost 1 out 5 partners polled have held a 

training, plus 35% are planning to  

• People understand MOE concept – walk them 

through plausible scenarios 

• Provide cautions 

• Point out ways that misuse of data could backfire 

 



Be creative and smart about indicator 
choices 

• Aggregate geography when possible 

• Identify indicators with higher reliability 

• Verify & backstop data with other sources 

Consider how presentation of data could 
lead users astray 

• Rankings 

• Raw tables of estimates 
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ACS page on new NNIP website  

• Presentations, reports, examples 

• http://www2.urban.org/nnip/nnipacs.html 

ACS sessions at future NNIP meetings 

Webinars for NNIP partners 

Census 2000 support materials 

• To aid in calculating SEs.  

Publishing data (created indicators) 

• http://www.metrotrends.org/natdata/acs/index.cfm 
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Forum for ACS users 

Collection of good examples of use 

Guide on communication of meaning and 

limitation of data for various purposes 

• Parallel to COMPASS guides 


