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The percentage of Egypt’s 
population who are between 
the ages of 15 and 29

29%
The percentage of married 
women ages 18 to 24 who 
wed before age 18

34%
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about population, health, and the environment, and empowers them to use 
that information to advance the well-being of current and future generations.
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Measures of Youth Status and Well-being by Selected Characteristics

AGE GROUPTOTAL

25-2918-2415-17
Youth ages

15-29 (a)

MARRIAGE and family formation
436_14M

% of youth who ever married
8238242F

33346134% of marriages that are consanguineous
2434_29% of married women ages 18-29 who wed before age 18
9081_88M

% ever-married under age 30 making final decision to marry by himself/herself
59544357F

12182114% of marriages where husband is 11+ years older than his wife
4304% of marriages where wife is older than her husband
4504% of marriages where husband and wife are of the same age
___56% of women ages 20-29 starting childbearing before age 20 (d)

2.3___Average number of children ever born to married women ages 25-29
2.92.62.52.7Ideal number of children reported by women ages 15-29
8370_80% of husbands under age 30 having discussed with wife how many children to have
81592671% of married women under age 30 using contraception (e)

KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES ABOUT HIV/AIDS
94938792M

% of youth having heard of AIDS
79817479F

11979M
% having ever discussed HIV/AIDS with family

14131113F

93928490M
% knowing at least one possible mode of HIV transmision (f) 

73756873F

4212M
% knowing all four possible modes of HIV transmission (f)

3323F

25201420M
% willing to interact with a person who is HIV-positive

15181316F

ATTITUDES TOWARD GENDER ROLE AND PRACTICES
% of youth agreeing that:

34363435M
Education is more important for boys than girls

13131413F

67727371M
A girl must obey her brother even if he is younger

52474749F

84868786M
A woman should obtain her husband’s permission for everything

79737174F

88899189M
 A husband is justified to beat his wife under certain circumstances (g)

75747475F

73675165M
Female circumcision is important and necessary

63545056F

90857985% of females who are circumcised

SCHOOL, WORK, AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION
5414M

% of youth ages 15 to 29 who never attended school
2013613F

_278043M
% ages 15-24 enrolled in schools

_217437F

93632361M
% in the labor force (h)

2014413F

8151613M
% in the labor force who are unemployed (i)

30351632F

123104101109M
Average number of weeks an unemployed youth spent searching for job 

183133114149F

26293329M
% aspiring to migrate abroad

57107F

5434M
% having ever participated in volunteer activities

1211F



wealth quintile (b)
HighestFourthMiddleSecondLowest

MARRIAGE and family formation
1015141714M

% of youth who ever married
3443434943F

2128353742% of marriages that are consanguineous

920283644% of married women ages 18-29 who wed before age 18
9590898584M

% ever-married under age 30 making final decision to marry by himself/herself
7562565343F

1314121516% of marriages where husband is 11+ years older than his wife

42255% of marriages where wife is older than her husband

64454% of marriages where husband and wife are of the same age

4553596561% of women ages 20-29 starting childbearing before age 20 (d)

1.92.22.42.52.7Average number of children ever born to married women ages 25-29

2.42.52.72.82.9Ideal number of children reported by women ages 15-29

8182818077% of husbands under age 30 having discussed with wife how many children to have

7470737167% of married women under age 30 using contraception (e)

KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES ABOUT HIV/AIDS
9794938889M

% of youth having heard of AIDS
9591797356F

1111978M
% having ever discussed HIV/AIDS with family

25181193F

9693918686M
% knowing at least one possible mode of HIV transmision (f) 

9285736549F

43211M
% knowing all four possible modes of HIV transmission (f)

63221F

2523191716M
% willing to interact with a person who is HIV-positive

261814159F

ATTITUDES TOWARD GENDER ROLE AND PRACTICES

% of youth agreeing that:
2833363839M

Education is more important for boys than girls
710131620F

6070747473M
A girl must obey her brother even if he is younger

3642495462F

7787888788M
A woman should obtain her husband’s permission for everything

6471777782F

8789919087M
 A husband is justified to beat his wife under certain circumstances (g)

6570777979F

5063717166M
Female circumcision is important and necessary

3149616769F

5884929493% of females who are circumcised

SCHOOL, WORK, AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION
11259M

% of youth ages 15 to 29 who never attended school
1391935F

6844403432M
% ages 15-24 enrolled in schools

6243352624F

4762646763M
% in the labor force (h)

2015121210F

1515131110M
% in the labor force who are unemployed (i)

2541343522F

85107122108114M
Average number of weeks an unemployed youth spent searching for job 

120162151145170F

283131 2630M
% aspiring to migrate abroad

119554F

44436M
% having ever participated in volunteer activities

42110F



REGION
Frontier

Gov.

Upper EgyptLower EgyptUrban

Gov. RuralUrbanTotalRuralUrbanTotal

MARRIAGE and family formation
1914121315151511M

% of youth who ever married
4543354150414735F

4453405027182525% of marriages that are consanguineous

2642253928172518% of married women ages 18-29 who wed before age 18

8887758591929186M
% ever-married under age 30 making final decision to marry by himself/herself

6449525055635767F

915221314131413% of marriages where husband is 11+ years older than his wife

53644344% of marriages where wife is older than her husband

44654345% of marriages where husband and wife are of the same age

6258485667516346% of women ages 20-29 starting childbearing before age 20 (d)

2.52.82.32.72.32.02.22.1Average number of children ever born to married women ages 25-29

3.03.02.83.02.62.52.62.4Ideal number of children reported by women ages 15-29

7979787982908473% of husbands under age 30 having discussed with wife how many children to have

6461606177737675% of married women under age 30 using contraception (e)

KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES ABOUT HIV/AIDS
9093949389959095M

% of youth having heard of AIDS
6864826879908290F

710171268611M
% having ever discussed HIV/AIDS with family

9514711191323F

9089918988948994M
% knowing at least one possible mode of HIV transmision (f) 

6556776173877784F

11213543M
% knowing all four possible modes of HIV transmission (f)

22323533F

417261923322511M
% willing to interact with a person who is HIV-positive

712221416201720F

ATTITUDES TOWARD GENDER ROLE AND PRACTICES
% of youth agreeing that:

2544424429182639M
Education is more important for boys than girls

22211620128118F

6870687077697563M
A girl must obey her brother even if he is younger

5560515849354541F

8288928987848679M
A woman should obtain her husband’s permission for everything

7480757978717663F

9285828494929487M
 A husband is justified to beat his wife under certain circumstances (g)

6278727677767766F

4471636975637247M
Female circumcision is important and necessary

4470596763465833F

6094899393808965% of females who are circumcised

SCHOOL, WORK, AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION
95353233M

% of youth ages 15 to 29 who never attended school
2028112411396F

4044334238504147M
% ages 15-24 enrolled in schools

3227473235453846F

6156595667606661M
% in the labor force (h)

8611716171619F

812141212151214M
% in the labor force who are unemployed (i)

3523332637343626F

10510013911110413011298M
Average number of weeks an unemployed youth spent searching for job 

87148157152161148158122F

1831323231323124M
% aspiring to migrate abroad

361175869F

26873542M
% having ever participated in volunteer activities

01521212F



EDUCATION
Years of schooling (c)

16+12-156-111-50

MARRIAGE and family formation
910132230M

% of youth who ever married
3230395664F

723343343% of marriages that are consanguineous

03142837% of married women ages 18-29 who wed before age 18

6487899183M
% ever-married under age 30 making final decision to marry by himself/herself

7770585544F

79151317% of marriages where husband is 11+ years older than his wife

33373% of marriages where wife is older than her husband

86542% of marriages where husband and wife are of the same age

2730646770% of women ages 20-29 starting childbearing before age 20 (d)

1.71.72.32.62.8Average number of children ever born to married women ages 25-29

2.42.52.62.83.1Ideal number of children reported by women ages 15-29

8775828071% of husbands under age 30 having discussed with wife how many children to have

7667727468% of married women under age 30 using contraception (e)

KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES ABOUT HIV/AIDS
9798938571M

% of youth having heard of AIDS
10097856040F

2513866M
% having ever discussed HIV/AIDS with family

37241374F

9798908368M
% knowing at least one possible mode of HIV transmision (f) 

10096795030F

1961>0.51M
% knowing all four possible modes of HIV transmission (f)

15721>0.5F

44321997M
% willing to interact with a person who is HIV-positive

49271775F

ATTITUDES TOWARD GENDER ROLE AND PRACTICES
% of youth agreeing that:

2228364339M
Education is more important for boys than girls

28121824F

4663727475M
A girl must obey her brother even if he is younger

2736485565F

7182878479M
A woman should obtain her husband’s permission for everything

6168747783F

7287899190M
 A husband is justified to beat his wife under certain circumstances (g)

5868747980F

6464666250M
Female circumcision is important and necessary

2234566774F

5373869393% of females who are circumcised

SCHOOL, WORK, AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION
_____M

% of youth ages 15 to 29 who never attended school
_____F

_____M
% ages 15-24 enrolled in schools

_____F

9454578889M
% in the labor force (h)

692710107F

11211373M
% in the labor force who are unemployed (i)

1538322410F

749311514010M
Average number of weeks an unemployed youth spent searching for job 

102126169124164F

3331312421M
% aspiring to migrate abroad

3712711F

56422M
% having ever participated in volunteer activities

641>0.5>0.5F



EMPLOYMENTPLACE OF RESIDENCE

Not in
labour force

In labour 
force (h)

Rural
 Urban

slums
Urban

MARRIAGE and family formation
221152110M

% of youth who ever married
4338474833F

4334382228% of marriages that are consanguineous

3015342218% of married women ages 18-29 who wed before age 18

7289898686M
% ever-married under age 30 making final decision to marry by himself/herself

5658535766F

195141415% of marriages where husband is 11+ years older than his wife

27334% of marriages where wife is older than her husband

37445% of marriages where husband and wife are of the same age

6138635745% of women ages 20-29 starting childbearing before age 20 (d)

2.42.12.32.52.0Average number of children ever born to married women ages 25-29

2.72.52.52.82.5Ideal number of children reported by women ages 15-29

6781808377% of husbands under age 30 having discussed with wife how many children to have

7170707172% of married women under age 30 using contraception (e)

KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES ABOUT HIV/AIDS
9193909495M

% of youth having heard of AIDS
7788728888F

929.181510M
% having ever discussed HIV/AIDS with family

122081721F

8991889393M
% knowing at least one possible mode of HIV transmision (f) 

7183658384F

22233M
% knowing all four possible modes of HIV transmission (f)

26333F

1920252017M
% willing to interact with a person who is HIV-positive

1524201420F

ATTITUDES TOWARD GENDER ROLE AND PRACTICES
% of youth agreeing that:

3237363533M
Education is more important for boys than girls

149161010F

6972746865M
A girl must obey her brother even if he is younger

4342544141F

8586888681M
A woman should obtain her husband’s permission for everything

7475796868F

8889909187M
 A husband is justified to beat his wife under certain circumstances (g)

7473777867F

5770736551M
Female circumcision is important and necessary

5748664740F

8583938270% of females who are circumcised

SCHOOL, WORK, AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION
25423M

% of youth ages 15 to 29 who never attended school
1471966F

797414046M
% ages 15-24 enrolled in schools

414313948F

__626858M
% in the labor force (h)

__111517F

__121314M
% in the labor force who are unemployed (i)

__344425F

__135102111M
Average number of weeks an unemployed youth spent searching for job 

__161158123F

2929313525M
% aspiring to migrate abroad

6125109F

44554M
% having ever participated in volunteer activities

13123F



Notes

_ Data are not applicable or the number of cases are not significant. 			 

a) Youth in this publication refers to young people ages 15 to 29, unless otherwise specified. 

b) Wealth quintiles (five population groups of equal size) were created using an index of household assets. 

c) 1-5 years: some primary school; 6-10 years: completed primary school, some preparatory or secondary 
education; 11-15 years: completed secondary school, some university education; 16+: completed four or 
more years of university education.

d) They were pregnant or had already given birth at their 20th birthday.

e) Nearly all the women using contraception use a modern method, with the most popular method being 
IUD, followed by the pill (oral contraceptives).  In all, modern methods include the pill, injectables, implants, 
IUD, condom, diaphragm, spermicides, Lactational Amenorrhea Method, and male and female sterilization.

f) The four possible modes of HIV transmission are through contaminated blood, from mother to child, and 
having a sexual relationship or sharing a needle with an infected person. 

g) Circumstances under which a husband is justified in beating his wife include any of the following: burning 
the food, neglecting the children, arguing with him, talking to other men, wasting his money, and refusing to 
have sex with him.

h) Those who either had a job or were looking for one.

i) Those who were actively searching for a job during the week prior to the interview.  This standard 
definition of employment does not capture individuals who are willing to work, but are not searching 
because they are discouraged with the job market. If these individuals were included, the unemployment 
rate would rise to 16 percent among male youth and 43 percent among female youth.

Source

Data are based on findings from the 2009 Survey of Young People in Egypt (SYPE) conducted by the 
Population Council’s Regional Office in Cairo, in collaboration with the Information and Decision Support 
Center (IDSC), the National Center for Examination and Education Evaluation (NCEEE), and the Central 
Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics (CAPMAS).  The survey covered a nationally representative 
sample  of more than 15,000 young people ages 10 to 29. Most data shown in this wall chart refer to youth 
ages 15 to 29. More information about the survey can be found at 
www.popcouncil.org/countries/egypt.asp.		  				  
  




