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Why Write Research and Policy Briefs?
• It’s fun!

• To break down barriers between academics and 
the public.

• Your dean, department, research center, parent, 
partner, etc. can use it to show off your work.

• Get timely findings out quickly.

• It can get your research into the hands of 
unexpected audiences and launch unexpected 
opportunities. 

• IMPACT! It may be your best shot at someone 
paying attention to and using your hard work.
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Purposes of and Audiences for Research and Policy Briefs
• Translate and disseminate research findings in a publicly accessible and 

easily digestible format to help increase knowledge or prompt some 
type of action. 
−Enhance knowledge
−Raise awareness
−Change hearts and minds
−Change behaviors
−Influence policy debates

• Audiences
−Policymakers
−Practitioners
−Reporters
−Students
−Uncle Bob (i.e., the general public)
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Brief Structure – punchy, flashy, and simple

• Summarize the big-picture 
takeaway finding(s) 

• Usually 2-4 pages 
• Include short introduction of 

problem, 1-2 main research 
findings/visualizations, and 
implications for policy or 
practice
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Example of Academic vs. Public Language
Academic Paper

• “This study investigates how the recent emergence 
of state preemption laws that remove local 
authority to raise the minimum wage has affected 
infant mortality rates. Using county- and state-
level data spanning 2001 through 2018, this study 
models infant mortality rates as a function of 
minimum wage levels, controlling for confounders. 
The estimated model, combined with information 
on the timing, location, and level of preempted 
minimum wages, is then used to estimate the 
number of infant deaths that occurred in 2018 that 
could be attributed to state preemption of local 
minimum wage increases.”

• “This brief summarizes the findings from our recent 
study that examined how many infant lives would have 
been saved if states had not prevented cities and 
counties from raising their minimum wage.” 

Research Brief

Wolf, Monnat, & Montez. 2021. “Effects of U.S. State 
Preemption Laws on Infant Mortality.” Preventive 
Medicine 145.

Wolf, Monnat, and Montez. 2021. “Allowing Cities to 
Raise the Minimum Wage Could Prevent Hundreds of 
Infant Deaths Annually.” 
https://surface.syr.edu/lerner/112/ 

https://surface.syr.edu/lerner/112/
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Example of Academic vs. Public Presentation of Findings
Academic Presentation of Findings Public Presentation of Findings

Wolf, Monnat, & Montez. 2021. “Effects of U.S. State Preemption 
Laws on Infant Mortality.” Preventive Medicine 145.

Wolf, Monnat, and Montez. 2021. “Allowing 
Cities to Raise the Minimum Wage Could Prevent 
Hundreds of Infant Deaths Annually.” 
https://surface.syr.edu/lerner/112/ 

https://surface.syr.edu/lerner/112/
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Example of Academic vs. Public Presentation of Findings
Academic Presentation of Findings Public Presentation of Findings

London, Andrew S. (2021). “Depression and mental health service use among 
12-17 year old U.S. adolescents: Associations with current parental and sibling 
military service.” SSM–Population Health 16: e1-e8..

London, Andrew S. 2021. “How are Parental and 
Sibling Military Service Related to Adolescent 
Depression and Mental Health Service Use?” 
https://surface.syr.edu/lerner/157/ 

https://surface.syr.edu/lerner/157/


Successes
• Media attention: NPR, CBS 

News, NBC News, New York 
Times, Washington Post, The 
Guardian, AP News, Forbes, 
National Geographic, Business 
Insider, and more

• Attention from policymakers
• Unexpected invitations and 

benefits



Successes
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